Kurkdjian
ARTISTIC  WORKER  IN  BRASS  IN  THE   TOWN   OF   SURABAYA

The Javanese are skillful workers in metal and produce very beautiful objects with their

simple tools.   This man, who dwells in the chief town of east Java, is chiseling an intricate

pattern on a brass bowl, which he steadies with his bare foot.    On a succeeding page we

can see what marvels his kinsmen can fashion in gold.

Until the Malay inrush of the fifteenth
century, the Hindus dominated the his-
tory of the island. The Portuguese came
in 1520 and the Dutch toward the end of
the sixteenth century, both in quest of the
spice trade. The first Dutch settlement
was that of a commercial company which
for two centuries mishandled native af-
fairs. They made the Malays virtual
slaves, until famine and pestilence re-
sulted. But in 1798 the Dutch govern-
ment took over and g-overned Java well
until its conquest by the Japs in 1942.

Unexplored regions have been opened
up and a plantation system installed which
employs native labor in wholesale quan-
tities. The natives, who live in farm-
villages, go to work in gangs.

In addition to the sugar, coffee, rice
and other native plants of commercial
value, tea, rubber and other new crops
have been introduced, and well-drained,
improved roads and free harbors have
been built to facilitate trade and com-
merce. The government has taken over
the handling of opium, which was for-
merly handled by the Chinese and is still
to some extent smuggled in. It has also
taken over the pawn-shops by way of res-
cuing the docile natives from the Chinese
usurers. The Javanese render all officials,
whether Dutch or native, the courtesy of
the pose known as the "dodok," by which
they sit on their heels with hands folded
before them. The chief difficulty with
them arose in 1825 when a native prince,
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